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The Call of God—a Daily Bible Guide 
Leap of Faith 2015—Week 5 
This document is from the Greater Boston Vineyard and has been edited for Charlottesville Vineyard. 
There may be some things that are written for their community, but that you can translate for ours. 

Monday, March 23 
Read John 21:1-23 

Points of Interest 
• ‘Afterward Jesus appeared again’—we’ve skipped over a few key moments in Jesus’ career.  Just as he has been 

predicting, Jesus does indeed go to Jerusalem, get rejected by the Jewish leaders, get crucified by the Romans, and 
rise from the dead.  After rising from the dead, Jesus appears to his followers and sends them out to continue his 
work.  We’ll go back and read those stories next week, to coincide with Holy Week. 

• ‘I'm going out to fish’—as you might recall, Simon and several of the others were fishermen before they started 
following Jesus.  Instead of going on to the new mission Jesus has offered them, they return (perhaps for the day, 
or perhaps forever—it’s hard to tell) to their old, pre-Jesus life. 

• ‘they caught nothing’—in Luke’s version of the story, Simon, Andrew, James, and John had a similar fishless night 
before their very first encounter with Jesus.  They’re sort of returning to the beginning here. 

• ‘the disciples did not realize that it was Jesus’—Mary Magdalene also had a difficult time recognizing Jesus when 
he appeared to her at the tomb; she mistook him for the gardener (John 20:11-16).  I don’t know whether Jesus 
looks different after the resurrection, he’s disguising himself purposely, or people are simply not expecting him. 

• ‘they were unable to haul the net in’—this must be a supernaturally large catch.  Nets are, of course, designed to 
be able to haul any normal catch in. 

• ‘the disciple whom Jesus loved’—that would be the author, John.  While it might sound the opposite to us, I think 
John might be showing humility by not referring to himself by name or in the first person: he’s not John, but just a 
guy whom Jesus loved.  It’s also possible he’s building up the drama, because he reveals it’s him at the very end 
(John 21:24): he actually saw these things with his own eyes. 

• ‘he wrapped his outer garment around him (for he had taken it off) and jumped into the water’—you don’t often 
see people put on more clothes to jump into water.  I think Simon Peter may be a bit discombobulated here. 

• ‘Come and have breakfast’—I love this.  Jesus, the Messiah, the Son of God, comes to earth, dies, and rises from 
the dead; and then he returns, to make some breakfast for his friends. 

• ‘Simon son of John’—it seems significant to me that Jesus calls Simon by his given name, rather than by his 
nickname: Peter, the Rock 

• ‘do you love me more than these?’—Peter seems to like standing out from the others.  Jesus is offering him just the 
kind of opportunity he would enjoy, but in such a way that it furthers Jesus’ purposes. 

• ‘Feed my lambs’—Jesus has called himself ‘the good shepherd’ (John 10:11).  Now that he’s going away for a 
while, he needs someone else to look after his flock.  By the way, a lot has been made of the fact that Jesus says this 
three different ways (feed lambs/tend sheep/feed sheep).  However, there’s no consistency of word choice among 
the ancient manuscript copies available to us (sometimes it’s always sheep, sometimes they’re in different orders, 
etc.); so, it’s impossible to know what, if any, distinction Jesus is trying to make here.  What is absolutely clear is 
that Jesus asks Peter three times to take care of his wooly herd animals of some age. 

• ‘Peter was hurt’—doesn’t Jesus believe him? 
• ‘and someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go’—this is why Jesus keeps asking.  He 

wants to make absolutely sure that Peter is committed, because he would be choosing a hard road.  Jesus offers 
Peter an important role, very close to Jesus’ heart, but it comes with a lot of responsibility, and with a significant 
loss of freedom.  Peter won’t be able to just do what he wants to do (like run away on a fishing trip, for instance) 
anymore.   

• ‘to indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God’—tradition tells us that Peter, like Jesus, is 
crucified (but he asks for it to be upside down, because he feels it would be presumptuous to die in the exact same 
way as Jesus). 

• ‘what about him?’—Peter wants to know if there are other—perhaps better—offers on the table.  Is John’s offer 
the same?  Does it have better perks?  Lower costs?  

• ‘what is that to you? You must follow me’—this isn’t about competition or comparison.  The only thing that 
matters is whether or not Peter responds to the call Jesus has made to him. 
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• ‘If I want him to remain alive until I return’—Jesus does imply here that different people will, in fact, have 
different calls, and that some of them will—at least on the surface—look more attractive than others.  Would you 
rather be painfully executed, or live forever?  That’s not our business, though.  We follow where Jesus leads, and 
trust that it’s for the best—for Jesus’ kingdom, and for ourselves. 

• ‘But Jesus did not say that he would not die’—John is at pains to say that he is only being used as a ‘for instance.’  
His calling is not, actually, to live forever.  It just could be. 

Taking It Home 

• For you: In this passage, Jesus calls Peter very directly and personally, but Peter gets distracted from his own destiny 
by wondering if John had one he’d like better.  Who are you tempted to compare yourself to? Do you find yourself 
measuring your worth, your security, your status in life, your looks or even your call from God by comparing them 
to others’ around you?  Take some time to pray and think about the unique ways that God has made you.  If your 
temptation is to feel frustrated by your own life and more drawn to how God seems to be working in others, ask 
God to help you have confidence in the unique ways he is working in your life.  

• For your five: Breakfast is the meal that gives people the nutrients they need to get the day started on the right note. 
Pray that God would meet your five in the morning and give them what they need to start the day.  And, maybe 
this is a little obvious, but if the resurrected Jesus took time to have breakfast with his friends, maybe sharing a 
meal with our friends is something we could do too.  Invite one or all of your five over for a meal at some point 
this week, or maybe surprise them with a morning cup of coffee.   

• For our church: When Peter gets off track by turning back to fishing, Jesus takes the time to repeat and even enhance 
his call on Peter’s life.  Pray the same for our church—pray that God would make sure we know our call as a 
church. Ask God to remind us why we exist and what he has for us.  Pray that God would speak to each of us 
attending our church about how we might collectively respond to God.    
 

Tuesday, March 24 
Read Acts 4:1-20  

Points of Interest 

• ‘The priests and the captain of the temple guard and the Sadducees’—Peter and John are speaking in the 
courtyard of the temple.  These are three groups of people who might think the temple is their jurisdiction.  The 
priests are officially in charge of the temple.  The captain is, as it sounds, the commander of a special temple 
police force.  The Sadducees are members of the more upper-class of the two Jewish religio-political parties; most 
of the highest-ranking priests are Sadducees. 

• ‘came up to Peter and John while they were speaking to the people’—Peter and John are explaining how they 
were able to heal the lame leg of a well-known panhandler. 

• ‘They were greatly disturbed’—being greatly disturbed seems like an odd reaction to hearing about someone 
being supernaturally healed of a debilitating disease.  It seems that they like the temple just as it is—so much so 
that they’re willing to see someone remain disabled to maintain their sense of order. 

• ‘because it was evening’—I guess they wouldn’t want their dinner plans to be disrupted.  Besides, it might do Peter 
and John some good to cool off in jail overnight. 

• ‘By what power or what name did you do this?’—‘Who gave you permission?’  Of course, verse two indicates that 
the temple leaders have a pretty strong idea that Peter and John are acting under Jesus’ orders.  That’s not an 
answer they would appreciate.  Just two months ago, these same leaders fought with Jesus over who had the 
proper authority over the temple.  They had Jesus killed to make sure that they kept it.  They must have thought 
that their methods were messy, but effective.  Now, the problem pops up again. 

• ‘we are being called to account today for an act of kindness’—‘Just to be clear,’ Peter says, ‘we’re on trial for being 
nice to someone, right?’ 

• ‘Jesus Christ of Nazareth’—Christ is just, ‘Messiah,’ in Greek.  You’ll recall that it means, ‘anointed,’ or, 
‘commissioned one.’ 

• ‘the stone you builders rejected’—Peter is quoting Psalm 118:22.  These temple leaders threw Jesus out, as if he 
were defective building materials.  But God picked up their castaway, and used him as the foundation stone for a 
whole new temple. 

• ‘there is no other name given under heaven’—I bet the temple leaders regret having asked Peter and John for a 
name.  Peter picks up on it, and expands it: ‘We healed this man by the same name anyone can use to be healed 
of all sorts of diseases and rescued from all sorts of trouble.’  Peter and John use their trial as a publicity 
opportunity. 



©	  2010	  Vineyard	  Christian	  Fellowship—Greater	  Boston	  	   Page	  3	  

• ‘they were unschooled, ordinary men’—they don’t look like they should be able to quote the Law so well, act with 
such poise, and speak so well and confidently.  Where did this come from? 

• ‘they took note that these men had been with Jesus’—the temple leaders seem a little slow on the uptake: 
o They hear Peter and John talking about Jesus being raised from the dead; 
o so they ask, ‘Who told you that you could do that?’; 
o And Peter answers, ‘Jesus.  Jesus Christ.  You know, the guy you just killed.  Jesus.  Who has the most 

powerful name in the universe.’ 
o And they think, ‘Hmm.  I wonder if these guys knew Jesus.’ 

Perhaps what’s going on here is that the temple leaders see in Peter and John not just people who happened to 
know Jesus, but people who actually remind them of Jesus. 

• ‘we cannot deny it’—even they can’t imagine condemning Peter and John for performing a miracle, at least one as 
clear and public as this one. 

• ‘we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard’—a lot has changed since they ran back to fishing 
several weeks ago.  Now, not even official censure, imprisonment, and threat of punishment can divert them from 
pursuing Jesus’ call. 

Taking it home 

• For you:  We see quite a different picture of Peter here from what we’ve seen before.  Where previously he seemed 
to waiver quite a bit in his willingness to follow Jesus into suffering or pain, we now see Peter filled with courage in 
the face of the threats of the same people who killed Jesus.  It seems as if he is finally free to actually be that Rock 
God made him to be.  What are the situations in which you would like to be more courageous? What situation or 
relationship do you find yourself avoiding, acting timid in, or not following through with because you are scared? 
Ask God to give you courage today.  Ask for his help to overcome frequent hang-ups that would keep you from 
being who God intended you to be.  

• For your five: Peter and John could not help but speak about what they had seen and heard. It was so good, they just 
couldn’t deny it and couldn’t stop talking about it. Pray that your five would have similar experiences with Jesus. 
Pray that they would have opportunities to see and hear God at work firsthand.  

• For our church: From a small group of 12 followers to 5,000, we start to see how quickly it is that God can move.   It 
seems that when God shows up, there is no limit to how quickly God can move and how many people can come 
to him.  Ask God for a movement just as great to happen here in Charlottesville—a movement that grows 
organically and quickly and causes thousands of people to experience good things from God.  Ask God to use our 
church to help lead a movement like this.  
 

Wednesday, March 25 
Read Acts 9:1-19 

Points of Interest 

• ‘Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord's disciples’—Saul is a Pharisee.  The Pharisees are 
the other main religio-political parties.  They are known for their zealous, very strict, meticulous attention to the 
Law of Moses.  In general, the Sadducees (of which the high priest would be one) and the Pharisees (of which Saul 
is one) would be both theological and political rivals.  They can agree on one thing, though: these followers of 
Jesus must be stamped out. 

• ‘for letters to the synagogues in Damascus’—officially speaking, the temple leaders in Jerusalem don’t have any 
formal political power in Damascus.  But they still hold a lot of informal influence.  Saul wants them to convince 
the Jewish religious leaders in Damascus to allow him to expand the campaign of execution, imprisonment, and 
persecution he has already begun in Jerusalem. 

• ‘there who belonged to the Way’—this is what the followers of Jesus are calling themselves now. 
• ‘suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him’—the blindingly bright light and the heavenly voice remind me 

of Jesus’ appearance at the transfiguration (last Tuesday’s passage, Matthew 17:1-13). 
• ‘Who are you, Lord?’—Saul doesn’t know exactly who this is, but he has the good sense to call him, ‘Sir.’ 
• ‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting’—Jesus takes this persecution personally.  Persecuting his followers is 

persecuting him.  Jesus boldly calls Peter and the others to lose their lives for his sake, but he doesn’t leave them 
alone and unprotected when they do step out. 

• ‘and ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul’—I like the innocence with which God calls him, ‘This man from 
Tarsus.’  I also like Ananias’ response: ‘Yes, I think I’ve heard of him.  The one who came here to arrest me, 
right?’   
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• ‘In a vision he has seen a man named Ananias come and place his hands on him to restore his sight’—God had 
already told Saul that Ananias would heal him.  Does God have another Ananias or two lined up, in case this one 
declines? 

• ‘This man is my chosen instrument to proclaim my name to the Gentiles’—God certainly does see things 
differently from us.  God notices Gideon hiding in the winepress (Judges 6, February 28th) and sees a mighty 
warrior.  David doesn’t look much like a king, but God can tell that he’ll make the best king ever (1 Samuel 16, 
March 2nd).  God looks at the biggest persecutor of Jesus’ followers, and sees the perfect person to take on one of 
his biggest, most important projects: bringing news of God’s goodness to the rest of the world.  

• ‘I will show him how much he must suffer for my name’—Saul will have ample opportunity to experience 
suffering from the other side.  This, however, is actually good news for Saul; whoever loses their life for Jesus will 
find it (Matthew 16:25, last Monday’s passage).  The way Jesus looks at it, it’s not Ananias, but Saul, who up until 
now should be pitied.  Saul has been heading in the wrong direction: toward losing his life. 

• ‘and be filled with the Holy Spirit’—Ananias seems to add this part on his own.  God instructs Ananias to restore 
Saul’s vision, but he goes on to offer him the Holy Spirit as well. 

• ‘something like scales fell from Saul's eyes’—Ananias is, of course, literally restoring Saul’s vision.  I can’t help but 
think, though, that God intends it as an object lesson for Saul as well.  This whole episode of striking Saul blind 
and healing him is God’s way of helping Saul see straight about Jesus and about the right way to passionately 
pursue God.  

Taking It Home 

• For you: Since God is the one who causes Saul to be blind, I’m sure he could just as easily cause him to see again on 
his own. Instead though, God chooses to restore Saul’s sight by including Ananias. It seems that God often 
chooses to get things done by including as many people in the plan as possible.  Though an unlikely match, 
Ananias and Saul both help the other experience more of God firsthand. Who are the people around you that 
help you experience more of God? Spend time today thanking God and praying for the people who encourage 
you towards God. Consider that the great things God has for you are alongside a team of others.  Ask God today 
for more like-minded partners who want to go after what God is doing together with you.  

• For your five: Jesus makes it a point to appear to and direct Saul and Ananias: God speaks to them, shows up in 
visions, makes sure they know what he is saying.  Ask God to appear to your five in a way that cannot be missed.  
Pray that God would show up miraculously and give them clear vision about their life, their calling and who God 
is.  

• For our church: Pray today for all of the churches and organizations that we are partnering with in trying to see God 
do great things among secular people. Pray that God would bless those partnerships and that in the next year he 
would greatly increase our partnerships with likeminded churches and organizations across the country. Pray that 
like Saul and Ananias, these partnerships would help both of us experience more of God.  

 

Thursday, March 26  
Read Acts 16 

Points of Interest 

• ‘Paul came to Derbe and then to Lystra’—Paul is Saul from yesterday’s passage.  Somewhere along the line, he 
picks up a new name.  We don’t know exactly when, how, or why.  Derbe and Lystra are two towns in what is 
now central Turkey. 

• ‘he circumcised him because of the Jews who lived in that area’—Timothy is from a mixed family, and has 
apparently been raised as a Gentile (non-Jew).  According to Jewish tradition, though, anyone with a Jewish 
mother could be considered a Jew, as long as they are circumcised (Genesis 17, February 25th’s passage).  Being 
circumcised would make it much easier for Timothy to associate and work with the Jewish populations of the 
towns they are going to; because of their many distinctive religious dietary and lifestyle customs, Jews of the time 
would tend to keep to themselves. 

• ‘delivered the decisions reached by the apostles and elders in Jerusalem for the people to obey’—an increasing 
number of non-Jews had been hearing about Jesus and deciding to follow him.  That provoked something of a 
theological crisis.  Ever since Genesis 17, circumcision was the sign of entering into a special relationship with 
God.  Over time, the idea of entering into a covenant relationship with God and of becoming part of the Jewish 
nation came to be thought of as the same thing—with circumcision being the official inauguration into the Jewish 
community.  But these new followers of Jesus aren’t Jews.  Do they need to become Jews, by circumcision, to truly 
be followers of Jesus, or have the rules somehow now changed?  Eventually, all of the main leaders get together in 
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Jerusalem to decide on the issue.  They decide that God’s gift of the Holy Spirit to people, not circumcision, is the 
more relevant sign of special relationship with God; non-Jews do not need to become Jews through circumcision 
to be in a covenant with God. 

• ‘the region of Phrygia and Galatia’—these regions are in what is now central Turkey. 
• ‘the Spirit of Jesus would not allow them to’—I wonder how, exactly, Jesus’ Spirit stops them. 
• ‘Come over to Macedonia and help us’—Macedonia is a region to the north of Greece.  Paul has been called to 

spread the good news beyond the Jews to the Gentiles.  Now, he’s being called to move beyond Asia to Europe. 
• ‘we got ready at once’—suddenly, the pronoun shifts from ‘they’ to ‘we.’  Apparently, Luke, the author of Acts, 

joins the group in Troas. 
• ‘to the river, where we expected to find a place of prayer’—it’s Paul’s habit, when he comes to a new town, to visit 

the Jewish synagogue first.  He wants his fellow Jews to know, and have the chance to respond to, the news that 
their long-awaited Messiah has come.  The synagogue would also be a good place to find the non-Jews who might 
also be looking for the Messiah.  Philippi does not have a large enough Jewish population to warrant a synagogue.  
In such cases, Jews, Jewish converts, and interested non-Jews would instead find one another at a less formal 
gathering spot, called a ‘place of prayer’ (IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament.  Keener, Craig.  Downers 
Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1993). 

• ‘began to speak to the women who had gathered there’—the rule for establishing a synagogue would be ten Jewish 
men (ibid).  So, there could be any number of Jewish women or non-Jews of any gender, and there still not be 
quorum for a synagogue. 

• ‘Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth’—purple cloth is rare and expensive.  Lydia is a merchant of luxury goods—kind 
of like the head of a fashion house today.  An independent woman like Lydia, with her own household and a 
successful business, would be quite rare at the time. 

• ‘Finally Paul became so annoyed’—what the slave woman is saying doesn’t sound so bad, but I imagine it would 
be unsettling and distracting to be constantly followed by a troubled, screaming person.  And she’s not really 
saying what she’s saying to point people toward God, but to advertise her own talents as a fortune-teller. 

• ‘advocating customs unlawful for us Romans to accept’—there were still laws ‘on the books’ prohibited the 
conversion of Romans from their traditional religions, but they’d long since ceased to be enforced (Dictionary of Paul 
and His Letters. Hawthorne, Gerald F. et al, ed.  Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1993.  548). 

• ‘Don't harm yourself! We are all here’—the prison is broken open by an earthquake.  If I were Paul and Silas, I’d 
assume that God is breaking them out of jail.  For some reason, they don’t leave.  Furthermore, they even 
convince the other prisoners to stay.  They must have really enjoyed the praying and singing. 

• ‘what must I do to be saved?’—it’s the jailer, not the prisoners, who really needs saving. 
• ‘brought them into his house and set a meal before them’—they go from maximum security to the warden’s 

dining room. 
• ‘Now you can leave. Go in peace’—just like with Peter and John, the authorities assume that a night in jail will 

sufficiently scare Paul and Silas off. 
• ‘even though we are Roman citizens’—being a Roman citizen is something of a rarity in the Roman Empire.  

Most people are subjects, not citizens.  To be a citizen, you have to be born in Italy, serve in the military, live in 
one of a small number of cities—Philippi being one—that are considered Italian outposts, or have done some 
special service to the empire.  Citizens have more rights, including the right to trial and exemption from certain 
forms of punishment.  The Philippians, citizens themselves, assume that these strangers are mere subjects; but 
Paul and Silas are just as Roman as the Philippians are. 

• ‘Let them come themselves and escort us out’—Paul and Silas want a public acknowledgement that they were 
wrongly treated, to reverse any stigma their imprisonment would put on their message. 

Taking It Home 

• For you: Paul is wrongly and unjustly thrown into prison.  Somehow Paul doesn’t seem to get stuck in thinking 
about all the ways he is being treated unfairly.  He has more than enough room to point fingers or assign blame, 
and yet when he finds himself in prison, he is praising and singing hymns.  Are there situations you find yourself in 
that seem (or actually are) unfair, where you are being treated unjustly?  When things go wrong, who are you 
tempted to blame: yourself? your family? your boss? God? Tell God about the things that feel unjust and unfair to 
you.  Ask him to come through for you like he did for Paul. What it would it look like to give up assigning blame 
and ask God to protect and fight for you?  

• For your five: For both Lydia and the jailer, their belief in God transformed their entire household. Pray that God 
would be working in and protecting your five and their entire households. Just like the jailer was filled with joy 
after he started to believe in God, pray that your five would find incredible joy.  

• For our church: It takes Paul and Timothy a fair amount of navigating—traveling form one city to the next, trying to 
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go one place and then getting blocked—before they are finally able to discern that its Macedonia where God 
wants them to go next. They have a pretty clear sense of mission and purpose, but it still takes them awhile to 
discern how God is leading, what steps they should take, and where they should go.  Pray that God would guide us 
and give us clear direction on how to navigate where we should invest. Pray that as God clarifies our mission for 
us as a church that he would also make it clear the practical steps of what that means.  

 

Friday, March 27  
Read Acts 6:1-6, 8:4-8, 8:26-40, 21:7-9	  

Points of Interest 

• ‘In those days’—we’re backing up a little bit to read a medley of passages about the life of a man named Philip.  
‘Those days’ are the days shortly after Jesus’ ascension.  The entire group of followers of Jesus is still gathered in 
Jerusalem, but the group is quickly growing.	  

• ‘the Hellenistic Jews among them complained against the Hebraic Jews’—the Hebraic Jews would be Jews born 
and raised in Judea or Galilee, the homelands.  The Hellenistic Jews would be from around the Roman Empire; 
their first language and elements of their culture would be Greek.  Many Hellenistic Jews would make pilgrimages 
to Jerusalem for religious festivals (rather like a Muslim making a pilgrimage to Mecca); some of them would stay 
for extended times or even retire there.	  

• ‘in the daily distribution of food’—the community of Jesus-followers have developed a social welfare network.  
Unfortunately, the Hellenists are overlooked in the mostly Hebraic group, perhaps because of language issues or 
perhaps because the Hebraic widows are better-connected.	  

• ‘to neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables’—I don’t think the Twelve are being 
derogatory toward service here.  Up until now, they’ve happily been doing both the teaching and the serving.  I 
think they’re recognizing that the jobs have become too big for them to do both of them well.  In order to properly 
fix the food distribution problems, they’d pretty much have to stop teaching about Jesus altogether, which doesn’t 
seem quite right.  	  

• ‘Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas from Antioch’—these names are all Greek in form, 
which might indicate that they chose all Hellenists for this job.  The leadership is expanding both in numbers and 
in culture. 

• ‘Those who had been scattered’—this scattering is in response to Saul’s persecution of them, mentioned in 
Wednesday’s passage.  They decentralize, so that it would be harder for Saul to crush them with one blow.  That’s 
why Saul is so eager to move out himself from Jerusalem to other cities like Damascus; he’s trying to chase down a 
dispersal he himself provoked.	  

• ‘preached the word wherever they went’—Saul’s campaign against Jesus’ followers has the unexpected 
consequence of causing the news about Jesus to be spread more quickly, to more places, by more people.  They 
scatter, but they don’t stop talking.	  

• ‘Philip went down to a city in Samaria’—Samaria is a neighboring region to Judea and Galilee.  From the Jewish 
perspective, the Samaritans are the Jews’ black sheep cousins.  The Samaritans are the descendants of the ten 
northern tribes of Israel.  The Samaritans mixed more with surrounding peoples, through intermarriage, and by 
picking up their customs and beliefs.  So, the Samaritans and Jews have some history, culture, and religion in 
common, but many differences as well.  Samaria is actually north of Jerusalem, but in Jewish parlance everything 
is ‘down’ from Jerusalem.	  

• ‘and proclaimed the Messiah there’—Philip is hired to distribute the food, but he soon finds himself speaking 
about Jesus (the job of the Twelve) instead.	  

• ‘Go south to the road—the desert road’—amazing things are happening in Samaria, but the angel tells him to 
leave all that behind and go to a lonely stretch of desert highway instead; and Philip goes without question.	  

• ‘an Ethiopian eunuch’—rulers often chose eunuchs to be their high officials.  They were considered less 
susceptible to corruption, because they didn’t have to be concerned with providing for a family.  What’s called 
‘Ethiopia’ here may be more like the Sudan or Upper Egypt.  It was a pretty powerful and important nation at the 
time; and it was the most southern civilization that people in the Roman Empire knew of.  So, we can translate 
Ethiopian eunuch as, ‘highly-placed government official in a very powerful nation on the other side of the world.’  
Because Philip obeys the angel, he comes into contact with someone far more important than he would ever 
otherwise meet, from a nation that neither he nor anyone he knows is likely to ever go to. 

• ‘This is the passage of Scripture the eunuch was reading’—this is from Isaiah 53, a startlingly evocative depiction 
of Jesus’ suffering, written 700 years before it happened. 
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• ‘the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away’—his assignment complete, he’s simply whisked away to another 
place.  I believe this is the only time in the Bible when someone is supernaturally transported in this way.  It seems 
like it could be fun. 

• ‘Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and traveled about, preaching the gospel’—wherever he’s placed, he just 
keeps talking about Jesus.  Philip makes his way up the coast of the Mediterranean, telling people about Jesus from 
town to town. 

• ‘We continued our voyage’—we skip quite a few years between chapter 8 and chapter 21.  The ‘we’ here is once 
again Paul, Luke, and their companions. 

• ‘we reached Caesarea and stayed at the house of Philip’—apparently, Philip finally settled down when he reached 
Caesarea.  For what it’s worth, Caesarea is the Roman political capital of Palestine.  This is Caesarea-by-the-sea, 
not the same city as Caesarea Philippi (Philip’s Caesarea), where Jesus revealed to the disciples that he was the 
Messiah (Matthew 16: 23, March 15th’s passage). 

• ‘the evangelist’—evangel and gospel are actually the same word, in different languages (Greek and Anglo-Saxon, 
respectively), and they both simply mean, ‘good news,’ in English.  Philip gets rolling in his calling as a table 
server, but over time he discovers that he’s more someone who especially likes to pass along good news. 

• ‘He had four unmarried daughters who prophesied’—Philip is a good news-er, but his daughters have a different 
calling; they’re people who hear from God especially well. 

Taking It Home 

• For you: Philip’s initial call—making sure the Hellenistic Jews were properly taken care of—wasn’t the same as his 
ultimate call of traveling to different places and people groups to share about the good news of God with them.  It 
would have been a shame if Philip said ‘no’ to the Ethiopian eunuch because it didn’t line up with the initial plan 
Philip had about how God might use him. Philip seems to discover his niche along the way, paying attention to 
the opportunities and people around him. Take some time to reflect on what you been learning along the way as 
you have been following Jesus. Who are the people you find yourself in relationships with? Are there specific 
opportunities that you seem particularly drawn to?  What are the situations where you find yourself feeling, ‘I love 
doing this’?  Ask God to clarify the current ways he is working in your life and what he is calling you to.   

• For your five:  Pray that God would help make sense of any big questions your five have or confusing situations they 
find themselves in—whether that be deeper questions about life direction or certain relationship dynamics that are 
troubling. 

• For our church: In order to make sure everyone gets taken care of properly, the disciples are able to quickly create an 
impressive system of delegation, order and empowerment.  Pray that God would give our church this same gift of 
administration and coordination.  With all the people, programs and passion that our church can generate, the 
logistics of running things well can be a bit daunting.  Pray that the big visions and dreams we have from God 
would be coupled with efficient and well-run systems that would enable us to best care for all the people who 
might come through our doors.  I like to think that God is the master of logistics. Ask that he would give our 
church a miraculous gift of smooth logistics for our numerous endeavors.  

   

Saturday, March 28 
Read 2 Timothy 2:1-13 

Points of Interest 

• ‘You then, my son’—This is a letter from Paul to a young man named Timothy.  Timothy is not literally Paul’s 
son, but a protégé.  Paul is saying here, ‘You’re like a son to me.’  As happened in Philippi, Paul often comes into 
town for a short time, starts a church there, and then moves on.  As problems or questions arise in one of these 
new churches, he responds to them by sending a letter, or by sending one of his team back to spend some time 
with the church in question.  Timothy is currently on an assignment, while Paul is in prison 

• ‘Join with me in suffering, like a good soldier of Christ Jesus’—Jesus told the disciples that he was headed toward 
suffering, and he invited them to pick up their own crosses and join him (Matthew 16:24, March 15th).  He later 
made the same invitation to Paul (Acts 9:16, Wednesday’s passage).  Now, Paul is extending the offer to 
Timothy. 

• ‘No one serving as a soldier gets involved in civilian affairs’—a soldier has to stay focused on the mission at hand.  
You can’t pause in the middle of a battle and say, ‘Is it alright if I take this phone call?’ 

• ‘except by competing according to the rules’—you only win the medal (actually, for them, it was a crown of 
laurels, but same idea) if you keep running, and you don’t cheat. 
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• ‘hardworking farmer should be the first to receive a share’—whoever works hard will enjoy the results.  Do the 
work, and you’ll get the reward. 

• ‘I endure everything for the sake of the elect’—even prison is worth it, if it gives Paul a chance to extend this offer 
to more people. 

• ‘with eternal glory’—this is the prize Paul is running for: not just being rescued, but experiencing a glory that lasts 
forever. 

Taking It Home 

• For you: Paul uses the example of a soldier in order to urge Timothy to stay focused on what,s important. It seems 
that like us, maybe Timothy had a propensity for distraction.  What are the things that distract you from God and 
his call to you? Spend some time today thinking about the things that are really important to you.  Ask God to 
redirect your attention and show you what he would like you to be focusing on during this season.   

• For your five: Charlottesville seems to be a place of pretty hard-working, determined, and driven people.  Ask God 
to encourage and meet your five in the things they have been working hard towards and been pouring themselves 
into over the past year—a dissertation, a project at work, a research experiment. Pray that in the midst of such 
busy and hardworking schedules, that pursuing God would join the ranks of things your five invest themselves in. 

• For our church: Paul offers Timothy several different pictures to encourage him to continue to be faithful and 
dedicated.  Pray that our church would be faithful to what God has called us to.  Just like an athlete endures 
training day after day and a farmer is committed to harvesting his crop year after year, pray that God would give 
us similar faithfulness.  Pray that God would give us great joy in faithfully showing up and following him—day 
after day, year after year.    

 
Sunday, March 29 (Palm Sunday) 
Read Matthew 21:1-17  

Points of Interest 

• ‘As they approached Jerusalem’—this is the first of our Holy Week passages.  Jesus has been speaking for a while 
about heading to Jerusalem for the big showdown with the Jewish leaders, with the Roman authorities, and 
ultimately with death.  Now, they’re actually there. 

• ‘say that the Lord needs them’—I don’t know whether Jesus arranged this ahead of time, the donkey’s owner had 
been prepared by a vision from God, or it’s simply Jesus’ power to command that makes this work.  Regardless, I 
think the effect of it is to show the disciples that everything is happening according to plan. 

• ‘what was spoken through the prophet’—this is found in Zechariah 9:9. 
• ‘Daughter Zion’—a poetic name for Jerusalem.  Zion is the mountain on which Jerusalem is built. 
• ‘A very large crowd’—Jesus arrives in Jerusalem during a holiday; so the crowds are especially large. 
• ‘spread their cloaks on the road’—the cloaks and palms dampen the dust that would be kicked up as Jesus rides 

down the road.  The crowds are also saying that Jesus is so important that the hooves of his donkey are too 
precious to touch the ground.  It’s like rolling out the ride carpet. 

• ‘Hosanna’—hosanna means, ‘Save us.’  It’s the salute people would use for the Messiah. 
• ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord’—they’re quoting Psalm 118 (v.25 and 26), the same psalm 

Peter later quotes to the temple leaders about a new temple being built with the rejected stone (Acts 4,Tuesday’s 
passage). 

• ‘Who is this?’—the holiday crowds seem to know who Jesus is, but the Jerusalemites don’t, perhaps because Jesus 
hasn’t spent much time in Judea.  The holiday crowds make such a ruckus that it provokes the curiosity of the 
townies. 

• ‘Jesus entered the temple courts’—like a king arriving at his place. 
• ‘drove out all who were buying and selling there’—the big activity at the temple is offering sacrifice.  There’s big 

business in selling animals for sacrifice and in exchanging other coins for the official temple currency. 
• ‘a house of prayer’—Jesus is quoting Isaiah 56, in which Isaiah dreams of a time when the Jewish temple will 

become a place where anyone and everyone will come to pray (‘a house of prayer for all nations’).  The temple is a 
series of concentric courtyards.  The outer courtyard, where all of the buying and selling is happening, is the 
Court of Nations, the place provided for non-Jews.  But their prayer is being crowded out by all of this business. 

• 'a den of robbers’—now, Jesus is quoting Jeremiah 7:11.  The fact that these buyers and sellers have a monopoly 
on temple business creates a lot of room for corruption.  It’s like the inflated prices for food in an amusement park, 
but much, much worse. 
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• ‘they were indignant’—these priests and religious scholars are supposedly on the lookout for the coming Messiah.  
Jesus is doing the things that would be expected of the Messiah, and the crowds—and particularly the children—
recognize it.  These religious professionals, though, instead of being overjoyed, are offended.  Like I said in 
Tuesday’s passage, it seems that they’ve come to like the temple as it has been: Messiah-less, empty of miracles, 
short on prayer, and full of indecently profitable business.  They, like pre-conversion Saul (Wednesday’s passage), 
have scales over their eyes.  Their eyesight is so bad that they can’t tell the difference between a place of prayer 
and a den of thieves. 

• ‘Do you hear what these children are saying’—this reminds me of Jesus telling Nicodemus that he needs to 
become a child again (John 3:3, March 13th).  These children are way ahead of the religious leaders. 

• ‘have you never read’—Jesus is quoting Psalm 8:2.  Of course, they’ve all read it: the psalms are sung all the time 
in the temple by the priests; and the teachers of the law would have not just read it, but carefully studied it.  But 
they’re actions make it seem as if they’ve never even read it at all. 

Taking it Home 

• For you: Children somehow have certain qualities that make it easier for them to come to God.  What were you like 
as a child?  Were there certain interests, joys or demeanors you had as a child that you have since left behind? 
Sometimes things from our childhood can shape us profoundly—in positive and negative ways.  Ask God if there 
are ways he would like to redeem parts of your childhood. What are some of the child-like qualities in you that 
God might want to restore? 

• For your five: Pray that your five would be receptive and welcoming to Jesus.  Pray that your five would be like those 
in Jerusalem who, as they saw Jesus approaching, ran to meet him. 

• For our church: Jesus was horrified at the corruption and system of injustice he found in the temple.  God wanted his 
temple to be a place where people could come from anywhere to meet with him and instead the money changers 
were creating all sorts of unnecessary barriers and exploiting people in the process.  Ask God to make our church 
a place where people from all over the world could meet with him. Pray that we would be the opposite of the 
money changers and that we would help as many people as possible connect meaningfully with God. 

 

 


